
THE NEW NORMAL? 

The awful pandemic we’ve had to endure for the previous 18 months resulted in camera 
club members having to adopt new strategies in order to retain interest and membership 
within their clubs.  

This is where Zoom meetings have proved such a lifeline! Not only did this mean we were 
able to continue to perpetuate interest in our hobby - but we were also able to have judges 
and speakers from across the country! This certainly helped to stimulate and enthuse us 
all!  

BUT. There’s always a “but”! We have all been starved of human contact. Face-to-face 
meetings, until very recently, were deemed to be just too risky. With so many camera club 
members being of a certain age, this needed to be taken into consideration.  

This is where a few clubs have been considering a way of helping those members who 
feel confident at real-time meetings - and especially those of us who have so missed 
printed entries to competitions, as opposed to online PDIs! At the same time, respecting 
and trying to accommodate the more cautious amongst us, still shielding or simply being 
unsure about relaxing the restrictions of recent months.  

This led me to wonder whether there were any camera clubs within the WCPF conurbation 
who may be considering a hybrid-meeting, encompass ing Zoom meetings with live club 
meetings?  

So far - I have found two such clubs.  

 First off the mark was Exeter Camera
 Club on 9th September - who very daringly 
opted to have a live portrait evening with 
Ross McKelvey of Catchlight Camera Club 
in Belfast. He led a practical evening 
demonstrating off-camera lighting for 
portraits.

Ably assisted by members, who modelled 
and helped with reflectors.
 

The club were meeting at their new venue - 
the Topsham Rugby Club - and were 
fortunate in that this club ha a WiFi 
connection.

One hurdle out of the way!

With Government guidelines being observed, 
seating was laid our at socially distanced 
spacing.  An up-to-date Lateral Flow Test 
was required before admittance.  Attendees 
were free to use a face covering at their 
discretion.



Mark Haydon, one of the members, used his mobile phone to record the sound - but this 
was not altogether successful, and is subject to be investigated. The problem was that 
Mark had to “shadow” the presenter with his phone. A bit of a chore for him, meaning he 
missed a lot of the demonstration.  

Two laptops were needed on the night - one to enable Zoom hosting allowing participants 
to be managed - muting them etc and to monitor the “chat”. The other was to connect to 
the projector, and enabled screen-sharing.  

The postmortem after the event turned up sound issues. Things to investigate, and why:  

• Perhaps a webcam would be better than a phone, although we are likely to  
have many phones available on the night? However, sound from a mobile phone 
proved to be muffled for those on Zoom. Sound in the second half was fine - but 
we’re not sure why? Was it the way the phone was held?  

• Because of these sound issues, microphone options are to be investigated.  

• Picking up comments from the floor will be a problematic. Do we consider investing 
in a boom microphone? But that’s a whole new ball-game! Perhaps a ‘normal’ 
meeting with the presenter sitting at the laptop may work better?  

• On the plus side - this first attempt at a hybrid-meeting did not incur any expense as 
we benefitted from Rugby Club’s WiFi.  

• Laptops were either club property or loaned by members, as was the camera.  

Ross McKelvey, a consummate professional, conducted the practical session extremely 
well.  Using members of the club as his models, he kindly hosted a special Zoom session 
a few days later, where he demonstrated his processing techniques - and the lucky models 
were each rewarded with a print! 

Note:  Image quality not the best as they were screen grabs from the Zoom recording circulated to 
members who were unable to attend in person. 

Ann Owens : Publicity Officer. 

Many thanks to Gary Gawler, President of Exeter CC who kindly provided the “words” for me. 


