
THORNBURY CAMERA CLUB. 

First Hybrid Trial Meeting. 

Thornbury Camera Club: There and Back Again!! 

When Tolkien’s Bilbo Baggins sat down to write the tale of his adventures, he chose 
“There and Back Again” as his title. I felt something of the same when looking back at 
Thornbury Camera Club over the last year and a half. We started somewhere where we 
thought we were safe, went on a journey and now, at last, seem to be returning home.  

Like Bilbo, we have returned with treasures whose value we are yet to discover! 

I remember a Sunday morning towards the end of March 2020. I was sitting in a coffee 
shop watching the world go by and musing on which other coffee shop I should sample 
next time I came out for my morning refreshment.  

It was not to be. The following day everything closed: Lockdown had started. 

At the Camera Club, we were approaching the end of our annual round of meetings, but 
we had a whole programme of meetings set up for the following year: speakers arranged 
and competitions organised. It was all thrown into doubt. 

We could have closed down.  

However, within a couple of weeks we were beginning to see a way forward. At this point 
none of us had heard of Zoom, but we caught on fast.  

Steve Wells - Publicity officer 
And author of this article!



At the beginning of April one of our own members, Brian McBride, gave our first Zoom talk. 
His subject was “Art, Craft and Content”.  Rather than stopping our meetings over the 
summer, we carried on: our own members giving weekly talks. Meetings began to take on 
a new character with glasses of wine and beer to hand. 

Meanwhile, on some evenings, if you had been in Rock Street car park, you would have 
seen masked figures keeping social distancing, exchanging envelopes.  

You might have supposed that you had happened upon some secret society exchanging 
passwords or contraband: “Watch the wall my darling while the Gentlemen go by”.  

No, these were members of Thornbury Camera Club exchanging prints ready for the next 
competition in a few weeks time. During lockdown it would have been easy to limit all 
competitions to projected images exchanged by email. But… a “Print Competition” should 
be about prints so ways had to be found for exchanging prints without breaking the rules of 
lockdown.  

Hence the clandestine masked figures. 

 

We had begun to discover the possibilities which Zoom presented us with. Lockdown was 
not all negative: it gave us the opportunity to create new kinds of meetings. Speakers who 
could not have travelled to see us face-to-face were able to visit us using Zoom.  

Kevin Pigney showed wildlife photographs from his base on the border between Suffolk 
and Cambridgeshire. Peter Paterson joined us from his home in Stirling, Scotland. A 
highlight came in November when we were joined by professional landscape 
photographers Steve Gettle and Nicole Sudduth from Michigan. 

Brian McBride - man of mystery!    Responsible for collecting prints for a competition - and not shady 
dealings in the carpark!.



As lockdown relaxed and some travel became possible, a few members took advantage. 
One joined us from an iPhone in his caravan! 

The seasons turned and once again we approached the end of the club season. 
Lockdown began to ease further and we could once again meet face-to-face. Over the 
summer, rather than meeting through Zoom screens, members began meeting “face-to-
face” to take photographs (often of each other)! 

Now we could meet again, the question arose: could we devise a way to hold hybrid 
meetings? Some members were able to attend a live meeting while others, perhaps still 
shielding or, having caught COVID, were isolating, 

They were pleased to take advantage of Zoom.  

The room where we meet has a built-in sound system with a radio microphone. So, in 
principle we could have a laptop logged into Zoom with its screen projected for all in the 
meeting room to see. The radio microphone could be plugged into the laptop to provide 
sound for the Zoom attendees. Meanwhile the sound from Zoom could be fed into the hall 
speakers so that Zoom attendees could join in. 

After a few teething troubles we are now several weeks into our programme of hybrid 
meetings and all seems to be going well. As we travel ”There and Back Again”, we have 
quickly realised that we needed to see and hear what was happening over Zoom.  

So, we now have someone in the room with a separate laptop or tablet, logged in as a 
remote user. They monitor the audio and visual content to make sure that it is being 
delivered correctly to the Zoom attendees. (See below right) 

Left:  Treasurer Mike Ashford, with Steve Skinner At the laptop. Right: Nigel Newman monitoring the quality 
of a Zoom session



 

 

  

Words By Steve Wells : Publicity Officer for Thornbury Camera Club 

Images by Simon Meeds : Programme Secretary for Thornbury Camera Club 

From pressure by the WCPF’s Publicity Officer!! 

Maybe the most important role of all 
falls to Barbara Gibbons - not only 
our Webmaster - but provider of 
much appreciated refreshments!  

Steve Skinner at the laptop with the 
projector and webcam. Nigel Newman 
can also be seen in the background using 
his tablet to show the Zoom attendees 
some views of the room before the 
meeting started. Taken at the meeting 
when our member Cheryl Miller ARPS 
showed us her panel of 21 prints which 
didn't quite gain her an FRPS.



NB:  Did we ever think, two years ago when Covid struck, that we’d be saying “if it hadn’t 
been for the pandemic - we could not have had such a fulfilling 18 months?” 

 Personally, I can’t see hybrid Zoom meetings ending for a very long time - if ever? 

My grateful thanks to Steve Wells, Thornbury Camera Club’s Publicity Officer who kindly 
responded to my request for feedback on the Hybrid-Zoom articles I recently posted.  I had 
a feeling this was something being tried by other clubs in the region - and maybe if YOUR 
club hasn’t given this “new normal” a try - perhaps this will help? 

Also, my thanks go to Simon, whoS provided images to go with this! 

Ann Owens : WCPF’s Publicity Officer 


